
WHY  

 OF GOD? 
When we obey our impulses - often led by foolishness, misunderstanding, 
anger, or ignorance - we often make bad decisions. But God knows what’s our 
best decision to make in every situation.  

Since we often make bad choices, why not try trusting God’s guidance instead?  
He loves us and wants to help us make good choices. 
 
God asks us to obey His word 
The Bible is relevant today; it has practical guidance for every current situation. It was 
written by people who were guided by God’s Holy Spirit. We know this because the Bible 
contains things no human could know, such as the predicted rise and fall of the Persian, 

Greek and Roman empires, and the reestablishment of Israel, which happened thousands of years later, in 1948.    
 
Hundreds of years before he was born, scripture predicted 300 things Jesus would do, such as be born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5), and be murdered (Isaiah 53). The Bible survived hundreds of years of attempts to destroy it, by nations 
who fear it, and by atheists who don’t want to acknowledge that there is a God.  
 
The Bible is God’s guidebook; His commands are designed to help us help ourselves and others. 
      
Consider two things  
First, First, the Bible reports the sins of King David and the apostle Peter, among others. If you were writing about 
God’s ‘heroes,’ wouldn’t you omit his sinful acts? But the Bible recorded these because it’s good for us to read that 
God loves and forgives sinners – by dying to pay for their sins.  
      
Second, most of Jesus’ disciples were killed for sharing His teachings. Would you die for something you’d “made up,” 
as skeptics of the Bible claim? No; people don’t knowingly die for a lie. Instead, they’d quickly say, “ I lied -- Jesus 
wasn’t God and didn’t rise from the grave. Don’t kill me.” But His disciples chose to die, insisting that He was God, 
and alive. God wants us to obey Him: “If you love me, you will obey what I command…" (John 14:15). God asks us to 
choose Him as Lord, and daily try to obey all His commands, not just those with which we like and agree.  
 
Why do I disobey? 
1. I didn’t know what God defines as sinful. Example: Jesus said "love others" and defined 
love, starting with our choosing to be "patient." Many don't realize that its opposite --  impatience -- 
is sin, but impatience is contrary to God’s commands to show love, by being patient to everyone. 

 
2. I choose to not try to learn what are God’s commands. If we choose to not read the Bible, we do not even 
know God’s commands. 
 
3. I choose to rebel against His commands. We choose to disobey. The 10 Commandments are broken daily by 
most people, who worship things other than God (e.g., a sports team or money), use His name in vain (‘OMG!’), skip 
worship, ignore their parents, steal, lie, have sex outside of marriage, want what others have, and murder/abort their 
unwanted children. 

(more…) 

 



Why do we choose to disobey? 
Even many Christians don’t take God’s commands seriously, believing that - since Jesus died for their sins - they 
don’t need to obey commands. That’s wrong thinking. Accepting the gift of Jesus’ death to pay for our sins is the only 
way we gain entry to heaven; our obedience and good works don’t get us into heaven. But He will judge us in heaven 
for how well we obeyed while on Earth: “we are created in Christ for good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us, that we should do." (Ephesians 2:10). Some twist scripture to agree with their opinion, such as saying God 
doesn’t forbid homosexual behavior (He does, for their own health and good). But it’s dangerous to distort God's 
Word: “the ignorant… twist scripture to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). 

What God commands, we must try to do, because bad comes from disobedience: when Adam & Eve ate fruit which 
God had forbidden, death came to all people (Genesis 3). When Moses hit a rock instead of speaking to it, he was 
banned from the Promised Land (Num 20:8-12). When I act in anger, I usually get bad outcomes: “Be angry, but do 
not sin.” Psalm 4:4 
Demons work to make us disobey. But we can defeat the Devil, first when we accept Jesus as our Savior; 

and second when we work to know and obey commands - even those which seem minor, like 
impatience. Most days we’ll disobey some commands. But don’t let failure defeat you: just confess 
your failure, ask the Holy Spirit to help you do better next time, and trust that He will help.  

Do I benefit from obeying? Yes; first, we obtain eternal life when we believe that Jesus died 
for all our sins and is the only way to heaven: “Whoever hears my word and believes crosses from 
death to life" (John 5:24). Then, when we die, an angel will carry us to God, and when Christ returns, 

we’ll be in the new earth, with no more pain (Revelation 21:1).    

We’ll also be rewarded in many ways in this life and the next: "If you fully obey and carefully follow all His 
commands… blessings will come upon you" (Deuteronomy 28:1-2). We’ll enjoy such things as better relationships, 
and wiser use of our abilities and resources. Finally, God will reward us in heaven for how well we obeyed while on 
Earth, if we accepted Christ’s sacrifice as our only way to heaven. For more on rewards, read the flyer “Should God 
let ‘bad’ Christians into heaven?” on the Empower Spirit page. 

What commands should I obey? 
The Bible tells us what to do, and what not to do. Below is a summary of God’s commands. Each is based on what 
Jesus said are the two most important commands: “Love God and love others as yourself.” 

Do not be anxious, arrogant, conceited, rude, greedy, selfish or jealous. Do not associate with lazy people, take 
revenge, boast, commit adultery, divorce without Godly reason, envy others, get drunk, or harm your body. Do not 
treat people unequally, steal, gossip, keep others from God, lust, lie, murder, swear, argue, or complain. Do not 
become unequally yoked with unbelievers. Do not provoke others. Do not worry. 

Do these things: Believe in God and pursue godliness. Have mercy on those who doubt. Save others by sharing 
Christ, and teach them to obey Him. Be kind to all, patient, joyful, and gentle. Have self-control. Be peaceable, 
forbearing, and full of good deeds. Correct opponents gently. Be generous. Give thanks in all circumstances. Think 
about honorable, fair, pure, lovely things. Be joyful in trials, prayerful, and self-controlled; resist the devil. Obey and 
respect authorities. Have humility, faith, modesty, and purity. Encourage and help others. Love your enemies, and do 
good to those who hate you. Forgive others. Fear God, love God with all your heart and give Him glory. Meet 
regularly with other believers. Read the Word; store it in your heart. Show hospitality to strangers. Remember those 
in prison. If you cannot exercise sexual self-control, marry. Strive for peace with everyone. If you want to eat, work 
heartily. Ask God for wisdom. Stay alert; let no one lead you astray. And finally: Always hope. 
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